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beaten.   On programme presentation and the development of studio technique, however, we were still ahead.
The process of extending television in the United States has gone on rapidly since then, and the Americans have shown their national genius for getting things done, getting on with the job. While we still have only one station, that at Alexandra Palace, with a second one building at Sutton Coldfield, the Americans now have over seventy working and numerous others in various stages of construction. Our slowness cannot altogether be accounted for by post-war shortages and difficulties. There has been a lack of decision and forceful drive at Government level. Our world leadership in television development, undisputed from 1936 to 1939, has gone, if national coverage be the only test. There are, however, other considerations; not merely the quality of programmes but also that of receivers and progress with laboratory research. On these matters, Britain is still holding her own.
Interviewed by several newspapers in my wanderings— they called me " the ruddy-cheeked visitor "—I boldy predicted that sound radio was moribund. Judging from its diversity, inexhaustible quantity, and booming prosperity, that prognosis seemed absurd. Today, American radio pundits have come to my way of thinking.
My chief feeling about U.S. radio was profound thankfulness that Britain had avoided commercial sponsorship. The " singing commercials " touched an all-time low in banality, and the unending " soap opera " serials (which inspired our " Dick Barton ") and all-time high in childishness. Nevertheless, the bigness of American radio, its endless variety and colossal quantity gave it a magnanimity and liberality exceeding that of the B.B.C. I am not referring to the gifts showered upon participants in " quiz " programmes, ranging from aeroplanes and fur coats to diamonds and free trips round the world. I mean that, in the recent presidential election, all the candidates, including the vegetarian and the Socialist Workers' leader, were able to broadcast their views from coast to coast. Almtost any crank or prejudiced politician can get a hearing. The American radio will freely talk about nudity orat street-level turned the picture into aterwards dying in hospital from his injuries. He thus emulated Goering and cheated allied justice.shed in 1945, to which I have also referred.  On the other hand
